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Reading List: Reading about Kleinian and post-Kleinian ideas 

 

 

Catalina Bronstein (Ed. Kleinian Theory. A Contemporary Perspective.

 

 

Melanie Klein: beginnings (Catalina Bronstein) 

Gros skur t h ,  P  (1986) Melanie Klein: Her World and her Work. London: Hodder and 

Stoughton. 

Hin she l woo d,  RD (1989) A Dictionary of Kleinian Thought. London: Free Association 

Books. Second edition, 1991.  

 

Freud and Klein on the concept of phantasy (Elizabeth Bott Spillius) 

Is aac s ,  S  (1948) On the nature and function of phantasy, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 29: 

73-97.  

Segal ,  H (1994) Phantasy and reality, Int. J. Psycho-Anal., 75: 359-401. Republished 

1997 in Segal, H. Psychoanalysis, Literature and War. London: Routledge.  

 

The paranoid-schizoid position (Priscilla Roth) 

Kle in ,  M (1946) Notes on some schizoid mechanisms.  Int. J. Psycho-Anal., 27: 

99-110.  Reprinted in The Writings of Melanie Klein, Vol. 3, pp.1-24.  London: 

Hogarth Press, 1975.  

R iv iere ,  J  (1936) A contribution to the analysis of the negative therapeutic 

reaction.  Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 17: 304-320.  

 

The depressive position (Jane Temperley) 

Kle in ,  M (1940).  Mourning and its relation to manic-depressive states.  In The 

Writings of Melanie Klein,  Vol. 1, London:  Hogarth Press, 1975, pp. 344-369.  

S te iner ,  J  (1993).  Chapter 3, The paranoid schizoid and depressive positions, in 

Psychic Retreats. London: Routledge.  

 

The Oedipus Complex (Jill Boswell) 

Kle in ,  M (1945) The Oedipus complex in the light of early anxieties, Int. J. 

Psycho-Anal. 26: 11-33.  

Rusbr i dge r,  R  (2004). Elements of the Oedipus complex: A Kleinian account. Int J. 

Psycho-Anal. 85: 731-47. 



 

 2

 

Envy and gratitude (Marco Chiesa) 

Kle in ,  M (1957).  Envy and Gratitude.  London: Tavistock.  In The Writings of 

Melanie Klein, Vol. 3, pp.176-235.  London: Hogarth Press, 1975.  

Segal ,  H (1993).  On the clinical usefulness of the concept of the death instinct. Int. J. 

Psycho-Anal. 74: 55-61.  In Psychoanalysis, Literature and War: Papers 1972-1995, ed. 

J.Steiner. London: Routledge, 1997, 

 

What are internal objects? (Catalina Bronstein) 

Kle in ,  M (1929) Personification in the play of children, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 10: 

193-204.  

Hin she l woo d,  RD (1997) The elusive concept of ‘internal objects’ (1934-1943): its role 

in the formation of the Klein Group, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 78: 877-97. 

 

Projective identification (David Bell) 

Rosenf e ld ,  H (1987). Projective identification in clinical practice. In Impasse and 

Interpretation.  London: Tavistock.  

Spi l l iu s ,  E Bot t  (1992).  Clinical experiences of projective identification.   In 

Clinical Lectures on Klein and Bion, ed. R.Anderson.  London: Routledge, pp. 

59-73.  

 

Symbolization (Hanna Segal) 

Kle in ,  M  (1930). The importance of symbol-formation in the development of the ego, 

Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 11: 24-39.  

Cape r,  R (1997).  Symbol formation and creativity: Hanna Segal’s theoretical 

contributions.  In Reason and Passion: a Celebration of the Work of Hanna Segal, ed. 

D. Bell.  London: Duckworth. 

 

 Bion’s theory of containment (Ruth Riesenberg-Malcolm) 

Bion ,  WR (1962) A theory of thinking, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 43: 306-10; republished 

(1967) in W.R. Bion, Second Thoughts.  London: Heinemann, pp. 110-19.  

S te iner ,  J  (2000) Containment, enactment and communication, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 

81: 245-55. 

 

Transference (Betty Joseph) 

Kle in ,  M (1952) The origins of transference, Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 33: 433-8.  

Jo sep h ,  B (1985). Transference: the total situation, International Journal of 

Psychoanalysis 66: 447-54.  

 

 


